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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  County  Borough  and  the  work  of  my 
department  for  the  year  1945.  From  the  comparative  statistical 
information  set  out  in  the  report  will  be  found  an  evaluation  of  the 
health  of  the  community  during  the  war  years. 

The  civilian  population  which  was  106,900  in  1939,  decreased  to 
86,130  in  1943-,  and  then  increased  to  93,680  in  1945.  This  is  the 
figure  on  which  the  various  calculations  are  based  for  that  year. 
At  the  end  of  1945  the  civilian  population  was  estimated  to  be 
96,650. 

The  birth  rate  increased  from  16.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  in 
1939  to  20.1  per  1000  in  1945.  The  rate  for  still  births  decreased 
from  3.5  per  cent,  of  total  births  to  2.6  per  cent,  during  the  war 
years. 

The  death  rate  which  was  13.4  per  1000  of  the  population  in  1939 
increased  in  1940  ,1941,  1942  and  1943,  and  decreased  to  14.3  and 
14.4  per  1000  in  1944  and  1945.  Some  of  the  increase  during  the 
war  years  was  attributable  to  enemy  action.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  which  had  reached  its  lowest  figure  in  1944  rose  to  70  per  1000 
births  in  1945. 

With  regard  to  tuberculosis,  the  number  of  new  cases  which  had 
been  gradually  falling  increased  during  the  war  years  especially  in 
1943  and  1944,  but  there  was  a  decrease,  comparable  to  the  average 
of  the  four  years  before  1939.  252  cases  were  notified  during  1945. 

Of  these,  58  belonged  to  one  of  the  Services,  the  Merchant  Navy 
or  evacuees  from  other  areas. 

During  the  past  six  years  the  number  of  names  on  the  tuberculosis 
register  increased  by  232  and  in  that  period  241  cases  from  the 
Services,  Merchant  Navy  and  evacuees  were  notified. 

The  increase  of  tuberculosis  is  common  to  the  whole  country 
and  was  to  be  expected  during  the  j^ears  of  war.  The  increase  might 
easily  have  been  greater  having  regard  to  the  restriction  and 
conditions  under  which  many  of  the  people  live.  In  a  recent 
investigation  it  was  found  that  no  less  than  115  families  in  which 
there  was  a  case  of  tuberculosis,  were  living  under  overcrowded 
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conditions  and  of  these  77  were  infectious  or  potentially  infectious 
cases.  1  am  afraid  no  very  marked  decline  can  be  looked  for  until 
the  environment  and  nutrition  of  the  people  has  been  raised  to  a 
m.  ich  higher  standard. 

Apart  from  tuberculosis  there  were  comparatively  feAv  cases  of 
iiLfectious  disease  notified  during  the  year.  Diphtheria  particularly 
shoAved  a  marked  reduction.  In  1938,  598  cases  AA''ere  notified  and 
there  were  62  deaths.  In  1945  there  were  123  notifications  AAuth 
7  deaths.  All  these  deaths  could  haA^o  been  preA^ented  by  efficient 
immunisation . 


The  return  of  more  or  less  peace-time  conditions  has  provided 
the  Health  Department  with  many  problems  all  of  Avhich  were 
efficiently  met  by  the  hard  work  and  loyalty  of  my  staff  and  I  liaA^e 
pleasure  in  recording  my  thanks  to  them. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.- 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 


foreshore  and  tidal  water)  .  4,104  acres. 

Population  at  Census  1931  . .  113,455 


Besident  population,  (B  egistrar-Grenerars  estimate)  : — - 


1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

106,900 

99,550 

92,910 

89,480 

86,130 

91,040 

93,680 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  vear  according  to  Bate  Books: 

»  - 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1045. 

31,367 

30,895 

30,391 

30,363 

30,267 

30,277 

30,264 

BateabU  Value  at  1st  April  : — 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

564,961 

564,328 

566,553 

556,023 

553,647 

556,911 

556,800 

Produce  of  a 

penny 

rate  : — 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

2,185 

2,163 

2,140  ■ 

2,063 

2,089 

2,071 

2,141 

Social  Conditions. 

The  principal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  ship -repairing,  coal¬ 
mining  and  export.  Except  for  those  employed  in  a  local  biscuit 
factory  and  at  a  dye  works,  normally  there  is  very  little  industrial 
employment  of  women  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  later  years  of  the  war,  however,  many  women  took 
up  work  as  bus  conductresses,  in  railways  and  shipyards  and  in 
other  employments  in  which  men  were  usually  engaged. 

Unemployment  : — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Thomson,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  the  yea.rly  information  relating  to  unemployment, 
which  I  have  summarised  below. 

The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the  monthly 
returns,  were  as  follows  : — 


/ 
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1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Men  (age  21-64)  . 

6,816 

4,141 

1,755 

522 

586 

624 

530 

Young  Men 

(age  18-20)  . 

404 

274 

101 

32 

33 

31 

32 

Boys  (age  16-17)  .... 

202 

148 

62 

48 

33 

34 

37 

Boys  (aee  14-15)  . 

220 

94 

54 

40 

33 

38 

51 

Women  (age  21-64) 

411 

445 

305 

1 58 

145 

117 

203 

Young  Women 
(age  18-20) 

247 

261 

146 

45 

38 

35 

55 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

177 

169 

62 

41 

35 

28 

O-Aw 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . 

213 

118 

60 

46 

39 

53 

87 

Total  . 

8,690 

5,650 

2,545 

932 

942 

960 

1,027 

Of  the  different 
follows  : — 

groups 

the  percentage  of 

unemployed  w?s  as 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Men  (age  21-64)  . 

32% 

22 

11% 

Zo 

4% 

4% 

4^ ' 

Young  Men 

(age  18-20)  . 

91  0/ 
/o 

15% 

7% 

9  0/ 

“  Zo 

3% 

00/ 

-  0 

uo/ 

-  0 

Boys  (age  16-17) . 

13% 

10% 

4% 

%-;> 

90/ 

^  .0 

90. 

“  /o 

9  /O 

Bovs  (age  14-15) . 

18°(. 

70/ 

5% 

4% 

• 

3  0/ 

9  ,/o 

4.0 ' 

^  0 

.70/ 

9 ,0 

Women  (age  21-64) 

15% 

15% 

10% 

4% 

40/ 

^  ,0 

•^0/ 

9  0 

9  0 

Young  Women 
(age  18-20)  . 

15% 

1 0% 

10% 

'  4% 

4% 

00 

0 

40/ 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

!-«%■ 

14% 

6% 

4% 

3%> 

0  0.' 

-  0 

30;. 

Girls  (ago  14-15)  . 

•1^0/ 

14% 

9% 

70/ 

*  .0 

30Z 

9  Zo 

.  5% 

10% 

Total 

970/ 

'  /O 

1 0% 

1  (»% 

4^  - 

^  u 

4  0 
/  O 

4.0/ 
^  0 

4'',, 
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The  maximum  and  minimum  numbers  of  persons  unemployed 
during  the  year  were  : — 


Maximum. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Men  (age  21-64) 

8,626 

5,915 

4,774 

648 

754 

697 

823 

Young  Men 

(age  18-20)  . 

558 

385 

205 

41 

43 

36 

58 

Boys  (age  16-17)  .. 

268 

259 

104 

64 

53 

51 

61 

Boys  (age  14-15) 

285 

161 

141 

67 

57 

80 

83 

Women  (age  21-64) 

579 

553 

479 

207 

206 

172 

358 

Young  Women 
(age  18-20) 

393 

342 

299 

71 

66 

55 

92 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

281 

270 

107 

53 

46 

43 

52 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . 

252 

202 

167  < 

77 

75 

97 

150 

Minimum. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Men  (age  21-64)  . 

4,900 

2,932 

507 

344 

453 

536 

374 

Young  Men 

(age  18-20)  . 

316 

201 

29 

15 

24 

26 

21 

Bovs  (age  16-17) . 

129 

83 

27 

33 

18 

15 

21 

Boys  (age  14-15)  . 

162 

54 

20 

14 

20 

13 

14 

Women  (age  21-64) 

247 

362 

149 

144 

73 

82 

55 

Young  Women 
(age  18-20)  . 

144 

202 

52 

23 

19 

22 

12 

Girls  (age  16-17) 

105 

118 

28 

26 

23 

8 

23 

Girls  (age  14-15) 

157 

73 

11 

16 

9 

31 

22 

Health  Insurance  : — 

The  ]3articuiars  regarding  health  insurance  have  been  supplied 
each  year  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Health  Insurance  Committee  and  are 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  insured  persons  on  31st  December  : — 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

45,232 

42,947 

40,884 

41,101 

41,558 

42,869 

45,969 

No.  of  prescriptions  dispensed  during  year  : — 
1939  1940  1941  1942  "  1943 

1944 

1945 

232,983 

217,867 

190,197 

200,516 

223,141 

219,514 

213,613 

Cost  of  prescriptions 
1939  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

£ 

£ 

£  • 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

7,949 

8,288 

7,964 

8,484 

9,698 

10,012 

10,818 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Notwithstanding  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  (excess 
of  births  over  deaths)  each  year  except  1941,  the  estimalerl  civilian 
population  showed  a  decrease  until  1944,  owing  to  the  number  of 
enlistments  in  the  Services,  movement  of  adults  to  employment  in 
the  South  and  Midlands,  the  evacuation  schem.e  and  voluntary 
removals  to  rural  districts  nearby. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  civilian  population  for  the 
year  1945  at  93,680.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  he  estimated  the 
population  to  be  96,650. 

The  estimated  civilian  population  for  each  of  the  war  vears  was  : — 
1939  '  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

106,900  99,550  92,910  89,480  86,130  91,040  93,680 


Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  1,882, 
adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers.  This  figure  is  equal  to 
an  annual  birth  rate  of  20.1. 

The  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  for  each  of  the  war  years 
were 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

No.  of  Births  .  1,834  1,714  1,597  1,590  1,696  2,058  1,882 

Birthrate  .  16.7  17.2  17.2  17.8  19.7  22.6  20.1 


The  proportion  of  males  to  females  in  the  births  during  the  war 
years  is  shown  in  the  following  tabulation.  : — 

No.  of  males 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

T  otal 

]:»er 

1,000  femiales 

1939  . 

937 

897 

1 ,834 

1 ,067 

1940  . 

882 

832 

1,714 

1 ,060 

1941  . 

....  '  842 

755 

1 ,597 

1,115 

1942  . 

792 

798 

1 ,590 

992 

1943  . 

848 

848 

1,696 

1 ,000 

1944  . 

1 ,060 

998 

2,058 

1 ,062 

1945  . 

965 

917 

1 ,882 

1 ,052 
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The  number  of  illegitimate  births 

was  as  under  : — 

Percentage  of 

Year. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

total  births. 

1939  . 

33 

41 

74 

4.0% 

1940  . 

34 

34 

68 

4.0% 

1941  . 

37 

36 

73 

4.6% 

1942  . 

37 

32 

69 

4.3% 

1943  . 

49 

41 

90 

5.3% 

1944 

53 

52 

105 

5.1% 

1945  . 

56 

71 

127 

6.7% 

The  number  of  still  births  in  the  past  seven 
the  Registrar-General,  is  shown  below  : — 

years,  as  given  by 

Percentage  of 

Year .  Legitimate . 

M.  F. 

Illegitimate 
M.  F. 

Total. 

total  births. 

1939 

39  28 

67 

3.5% 

1940  . 

39  21 

1  3 

64 

3.6% 

1941 

26  26 

3  4 

59 

3.6% 

1942  . 

33  24 

.  4 

61 

3.7% 

1943 

38  25 

2  1 

66 

3.8% 

1944 

28  28 

3  4 

63 

3.0% 

1945 

22  21 

5  2 

50 

2.6% 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
country  generally  during  the  war  years  was  as  follows  : — 


England  &  Wales 

1939 

15.0 

1940 

14.6 

1941 

14.2 

1942 

15.8 

1943 

16.5 

1944 

17.6 

1945 

16.1 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  great  towns  14.8 

16.0 

14.7 

17.3 

18.6 

20.3 

19.1 

148  smaller  towns 

15.6 

15.7 

16.4 

18.4 

19.4 

20.9 

19.2 

Lond.  Adm.  Countv 

12.3 

13.7 

8.9 

14.0 

15.8 

15.0 

15.7 

South  Shields  . 

16.7 

17.2 

17.2, 

17.8 

19.7 

22.6 

20.1 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : 
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The  comparative!}^  high  death  rates  during  the  war  years  were 
largely  due  to  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  in 
the  population  owing  to  the  younger  members  of  the  community 
going  into  the  Forces  or  to  employment  aw^ay  from  the  town  or  to 
removal  by  the  evacuation  scheme. 

As  regards  individual  years,  the  rate  for  1940  was  influenced  by 
the  exceptionally  inclement  weather  of  the  first  quarter  of  that  year. 
In  1941,  the  severe  weather  of  the  earlv  months  caused  a  sharp  rise 

t/  * 

in  the  death  rate  and  air  raid  casualties  and  deaths  from  wounds 
received  in  the  war  accounted  for  134  deaths  (8%  of  the  total  deaths 
during  the  year).  In  1943,  there  were  30  deaths  from  air  raids,  but 
few  deaths  from  that  cause  in  the  other  war  vears. 

The  death  rate  does  not,  of  course,  include  deaths  of  Service 
personnel  nor  of  the  mnny  seamen  belonging  to  the  town  in  the 
Merchant  Navv  v/ho  lost  their  lives  as  a  result  of  enemv  action 

4^'  4-- 

along  the  East  coast  and  in  the  deep  sea  trade. 

1,351  deaths  were  registered  in  the  year  1945,  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  for  each  of  the  war 
years  werfe  : — 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

Xo.  of  deaths  .  1,428  1,530  1,673  1,332  1,459  1,306  1,351 

Death  rate  .  13.4  15.4  18.0  14.9  16.9  14.3  14.4 

During  1945,  40%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year  occurred 
in  hospitals.  6%  were  the  subject  of  inquests  or  were  certified  by 
the  Coroner  and  4%  were  not  certified  by  medical  men  or  the 
Coroner. 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  in  Table  1,  page  14,  follows  the  Detailed 
International  List  of  Causes  (1929  Revision)  and  the  classification 
has  been  done  in  accordance  with  the  rules  contained  in  the 
Registrar-Generars  Manual  in  connection  with  that  List. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1  {a),  page  24)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
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General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agreement,  but 
as  the  Registrar -General  points  out  the  classification  of  some  deaths 
in  resp(^ct  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners  have  given 
indefinite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  information 
obtained  by  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  and  this  possible 
source  of  discrepancy  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  in  each  quarter  of  the 
war  j^ears  were 


1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Total 

Year 

No. 

Rate  No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate. 

1939  ... 

..  434 

16.5  378 

14.2 

294 

10.9 

322 

12.0 

1,428 

13.4 

1940  ... 

...  528 

21.3  354 

14.3 

296 

11.8 

352 

14.0 

1,530 

15.4 

1941  , 

503 

22.0  455 

19.6 

272 

11.6 

443 

18.9 

1,673 

18.0 

1942  . 

..  388 

17.6  325 

14.6 

'  289 

12.8 

330 

14.6 

1,332 

14.9 

1943 

426 

20.1  368 

17.0 

267 

12.3 

398 

18.3 

1,459 

16.9 

1944 

384 

16.9  299 

13.2 

286 

12.5 

337 

14.7 

1,306 

14.3 

1945 

399 

17.3  312 

12.9 

301 

12.7 

349 

14.8 

1,351 

14.4 

The  number 

of  deaths  in  hospital  during 

the  past  seven  years  was 

as  under  : — 

• 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

General  Hospital  and  Harton 

Institution 

350 

359 

367 

414 

437 

330 

422 

Ingham 

Infirmary  . 

99 

125 

109 

79 

86 

88 

75 

Deans  Hospital 

36 

28 

24 

19 

17 

7 

8 

Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  . 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Private  Nursing  Homes  . 

3 

2 

6 

4 

4 

2 

Institutions  outside  the 

Borough 

44 

61 

77 

50 

38 

35 

34 

Total  deaths  in  Hospitals  . 

535 

577 

585 

566 

586 

464 

541 

Percentage  of  all  deaths 

during  the  year  . 

37.5 

37.7 

34.4 

42.5 

40.2 

35.5 

40.0 

Deaths  of  non-residents  are  excluded  from  the  table. 


The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 
generally  during  the  war  years  is  shown  below  : — 


1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

England  and  Wales .  12.1  14.3  12.9  11.6  12,1  11.6  11.4 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

great  towns  .  12.0  15.8  14.9  13.3  14.2  13.7  13.5 

148  smaller  towns  .  11.2  12.8  13.0  12.1  12.7  12.4  12.3 

London  Adm.  County  .  11.9  17.8  16.3  13.9  15.0  15.7  13.8  i 

South  Shields  .  13.4  15.4  18.0  14.9  16.9  14.3  14.4 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  70  per  1,000  births  showed  an 
appreciable  rise  as  compared  with  the  record  low  rate  of  51  per 
1,000  births  for  1944.  Since  the  war  the  rates  have  been  as 
follows  : — 


South,  Shields.  Large  Towns. 


1939  . 

66 

53 

1940 

74 

61 

1941  . 

92 

71 

1942  . 

79 

59 

1943  . 

75 

58 

1944  . 

51 

52 

1945  . 

70 

54 

The  increase  in  1945  was  mainly  due  to  prematurity  and  other 
pre-natal  causes.  The  rate  has  been  lower  only  in  the  years  1938 
(65),  1939  (66)  and  1944  ^51). 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  during  1945  from  maternity  cond¬ 
itions,  the  rate  being  1.6  per  1,000  total  births. 


TABLE  1. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  during  1945,  o!  Persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  ot  South  Shields, 

classified  in  accordance  with  the  Registrar-General’s  Manual  of  the  Detailed  International  List  of  Causes 

(1929  Revision),  as  adapted  for  use  in  England  and  Wales. 

(This  list  has  been  abridged  by  omitting  headings  against  which  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year) 
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TABLE  3.— POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1926-1945. 


Year. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Births. 

Total  deaths 
registered 
in  the  • 

Borough 

• 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  Borough. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Un  cor¬ 
rected 
Num¬ 
ber. 

Net 

Of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  Borough  i 

.  _  _  .  1 

Of  Residents  not 
registered  in  the  Borough 

Under  1  year 
of  age. 

At  all  ages. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births 

Num¬ 

ber. 

i 

! 

Rate, 

1926 

123,900 

2,786 

2,774 

22.4 

1,656 

13.4 

159 

51 

241 

87 

1,548 

12.5 

1927 

123,400 

2,470 

2,449 

19.8 

1-725 

14.0 

164 

79 

225 

92 

1,640 

13.3 

1928 

121,800 

2,500 

2,468 

20.3 

.  1,766 

14.5 

141 

74 

226 

92 

1,699 

13.9 

1929 

119,600 

2,370 

2,355 

19.7 

1,925 

16.1 

174 

69 

288 

122 

1,820 

15.2 

1930 

116,500 

2,411 

2,396 

20.6 

1,602 

13.8 

133 

78 

221 

92 

1,547 

13.3 

1931 

114,200 

2,377 

2,362 

20.7 

1,868 

16.4 

157 

75 

272 

115 

1,786 

15.6 

1932 

114,000 

2,168 

2,168 

19.0 

1,632 

14.3 

168 

63 

152 

70 

1,527 

13.4 

-  1933 

114,100 

1,961 

1,963 

17.2 

1,679 

14.7 

185 

64 

182 

93 

1,558 

13.7 

1934 

112,750 

2,059 

2,013 

17.9 

1,617 

14.3 

180 

51 

168 

83 

1  488 

13.2 

1935 

112,000 

1,969 

1,930 

17.2 

1,545 

13.8 

196 

60 

154 

80 

1,409 

12.6 

1936 

alll,350 

1,924 

1,878 

16.9 

1,607 

14.4 

189 

49 

163 

87 

1,467 

13.2 

1937 

111,000 

1,903 

1,831 

16.5 

1,664 

15.0 

217 

38 

147 

80 

1,485 

13.4 

1938 

110,400 

2,007 

1,897 

17.2 

1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

1,520 

13.8 

1939 

dl06.900 

1,883 

1,834 

16.7 

1,594 

14.9 

224 

58 

120 

66 

1,428 

13.4 

1940 

99,550 

1,843 

1,714 

17.2 

1,676 

16.8 

237 

91 

126 

75 

1,530 

15.4 

1941 

92.910 

1,732 

1,597 

17.2 

1,793 

19.3 

229 

109 

146 

92 

1,673 

18.0 

1942 

89,480 

1,712 

1,590 

17.8 

1,492 

16.7 

223 

63 

126 

79 

1,332 

14.9 

1943 

86,130 

1,822 

1,696 

19.7 

1,622 

18.8 

231 

68 

127 

75 

1,459 

16.9 

1944 

91,040 

2,184 

2,058 

22  6 

1,436 

15.8 

189 

59 

104 

51 

1,306 

14.3 

1945 

93,680 

2,008 

1,882 

20.1 

1,482 

15.8 

195 

64| 

131 

70 

1,351 

14.4 

Notes.— (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

(6)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a 

fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

a  Modified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates  as  Borough  was 
extended  on  1st  April,  1936  (mid-year  estimate  for  extended 
Borough,  111,800). 


d  The  population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  for  this  year 
as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was  110,000. 
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Since  1S91.  Membranous  Croup  has  been  included  under  Diphtheria.  f Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  since  1905, 

X  See  note  on  page  29,  as  regard  population  for  1936  and  1939, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 
Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  11,908  visits  of  inspectio  i  to  houses 
and  premises  during  the  year  including  5,018  visits  of  general 
inspection.  607  informal  and  85  statutory  notices  were  served  on 
owners  of  property. 

At  the  end  of  1939  the  following  areas  had  been  scheduled  under 
the  Housing  Acts  for  clearance. 

Families. 


Derby  Street  .  35 

Maxwell  Street  No.  3  area  .  158 

Maxwell  Street  No.  4  area  .  110 

Raglan  Street  .  189 

Adelaide  Street  .  257 

Wilson  Street  .  101 

William  Street  .  34 


884 


The  following  areas  were  under  consideration. 


Fa7nilies. 


High  Shields . 

Tyne  Dock  . 

Percy  Street  . 

Barnes  Cottages  . 

Beacon  Street  . 

t 

799 

610 

143 

7 

47 

Denmark  Street  . 

305 

Woodbine  Street  . 

5 

Francis  Street  . . 

142 

Franklin  Street  . 

124 

Green’s  Place  (Military  Road)  . 

. » . 

26 

North  Street . 

9 

Albemarle  Street  . 

89 

Alderson  Street  . 

85 

Green  Lane  No.  1  and  2  areas  . 

234 

2,626 

32 


MaiiY  of  these  properties  have  dilapidated  much  further  during 
the  war  years.  On  account  of  the  difficulties  in  having,  in  some 
eases,  even  minor  repairs  completed  many  are  now^  totally  unfit 
for  habitation.  The  problem  is  now  serious  and  will  have  to  be 
faced  as  soon  as  other  houses  can  be  made  available.  There  are 
other  areas  where  the  conditions  were  none  too  good  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  it  is  likely  that  they  may  have  to  be  included  in  any 
re-housh  g  programme.  Probably  the  number  of  houses  required 
to  meet  the  needs  of  those  living  in  unhealthy  conditions  will  fall 
not  far  short  of  4,000. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  inspectors  during 
1945. 


Housing  Administration. 

Houses  inspected  . 1,820 

No.  of  inspections  . • .  4,149 

No.  of  totally  unfit  houses . ] 

No.  of  houses  not  reasonablv  fit  .  706 

Rendered  fit  informallv  590 

t- 

Statutorv  notices  served  .  85 

Rendered  fit  after  service  of  statutorj^  notices  73 

Rent  Restrictions  x4cts  : — 

Applica-tions  received  .  1 

Applications  granted  .  1 

Applications  refused  .  — 


Eradication  of  bed  bugs  : — 

No.  of  infested  houses  .  26 

Council .  4 

Other  . 22 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  .  26 
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Table  5.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  PAID  BY 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Visit. 

Skelton. 

j 

McVay. 

Wann. 

Weir. 

Wilson. 

Total. 

General  district  inspection  . 

946 

1,373 

1,489 

1,071 

139 

5,018 

Inspection  of  repairs  to 

property  . 

412 

953 

110 

198 

7 

1,680 

Interviews  and  appointments 

211 

475 

51 

321 

29 

1,087 

Complaints  investigated  . 

242 

510 

116 

282 

71 

1,221 

Testing  drains  . 

18 

1 

19 

Smoke  observations . 

14 

1 

1 

16 

Special  Inspections  : — 

Rent  Act  inspections  . 

1 

1 

Furnished  rooms  . 

31 

13 

44 

Common  lodging  houses  . 

35 

35 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses  . 

81 

166 

247 

Bakehouses  . 

41 

7 

48 

Fried  fish  shops 

5 

4 

31 

40 

Refreshment  rooms  . 

15 

15 

Food  inspections  . 

15 

15 

Public  Abattoir  . 

133 

133 

Factories  (M.P.)  . 

24 

44 

1 

69 

Factories  (N.M.P.)  . 

14 

1 

15 

Workplaces  . 

2 

2 

Offices  . 

4 

4 

Picture  halls  . 

6 

27 

1 

8 

42 

School  latrines  . 

8 

11 

'  19 

Allotments  . 

6 

102 

108 

Stables  . 

43 

6 

49 

Refuse  tips  . 

9 

9 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  . 

15 

15 

Rodent  and  vermin 

investigations . 

168 

306 

57 

13 

36 

580, 

Verminous  persons  . 

4 

4 

Tuberculosis,  contacts  . 

16 

20 

6 

40 

5 

87 

Infectious  disease  cases  . 

183 

195 

128 

381 

39 

926 

Air  raid  shelters  . 

14 

28 

188 

230 

Static  water  tanks  . 

6 

26 

80 

112 

Exhumation  . 

1 

1 

Other  inspections  . 

O 

15 

17 

Total  Visits  . 

2,421 

4,275 

2,111 

2,757 

344 

11,908 

Table  6.— SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY 

INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Skelton. 

McVay. 

Wann. 

1 

1  Wilson. 

1 

Total. 

(A)  No.  of  Notices  on  Owners 

91 

285 

99 

99 

33 

607 

No.  of  Houses  . 

48 

198 

39 

55 

20 

360 

(1)  Nuisances  : — 

Choked  or  defective 

drain 

18 

27 

3 

18 

1 

67 

Defective  w.c. 

6 

9 

9 

11 

1 

36 

Insanitary  scullery 

sink 

2 

12 

10 

4 

1 

29 

Verminous  house  . 

2 

2 

Rat  infestation 

2 

2 

4 

Accumulation  of 

refuse  . 

3 

3 

1 

7 

Dampness  and  water 

under  floor 

. 

28 

28 

(2)  Insufficient  sanitary 

acconnnodation 

2 

1 

3 

(3)  Insufficent  ashbin 

accommodation 

6 

7 

2 

1 

5 

21 

(4)  Insufficient  water 

supply 

2 

5 

1 

■ 

1 

9 

(6)  Defective  outbuildings 

4 

17 

7 

7 

3 

38 

(6)  Defective  ceiling  (bake- 

house)  . 

1 

1 

(7)  Insufficient  sanitation 

. 

(factory)  . . 

2 

2 

(B)  On  occupiers. — 

Notices  . 

9  • 

7 

1 

1 

18 

Nuisances  : — 

Dirty  house  . . 

2 

Dirty  w.c. 

1 

1 

■ 

2 

Vermin  infestation 

.... 

1 

1 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

1 

1 

Keeping  animals  . 

1 

1 

Dirty  stable  . 

. 

1 

1 

Insanitary  static  water 

site  . 

1 

1 
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Table  ^.—STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Dwelling  and  Lodging  Houses. 

Rooms  and  cellars  closed 

Generally  improved  . 

Drains. 

Provided  . 

Relaid  . 

Repaired  . 

Cleared  . 

Chambers,  gullies,  traps,  etc. 
provided  or  renewed 
Yards  and  Areas. 

Relaid  . 

Repaired  . 

W.C’s. 

Newly  provided  (complete) 
Basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  re¬ 
placed  or  repaired  . 

Dustbins. 

Provided  . . 

Baths. 

Waste  pipes  or  traps 

provided  . 

Wash-ups. 

Of  metal,  replaced  by  stone¬ 
ware  . 

Newly  provided  (complete) 
Traps,  waste-pipes,  etc., 
provided  or  repaired 
Wash-houses. 

Provided  or  built 

Rebuilt  or  repaired  . 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  . 

Coalhouses. 

Rebuilt  or  repaired  . 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

Repairs  to  walls,  floors, 

roofs,  spouting,  etc.  . 

Stables. 

Closed  . 

Public  Houses. 

Water  supply — re-connected 


Total  improvements 


Skelton. 

McVay. 

d 

i 

Weir. 

d 

o 

CO 

♦  ^ 

Total. 

1 

7 

7 

48 

245 

81 

35 

23 

432 

9 

2 

11 

2 

1 

3 

27 

8 

19 

54 

. 

33 

33 

5 

4 

4 

2 

15 

2 

1 

3 

15 

1 

16 

1 

2 

6 

. 

9 

3 

21 

18 

20 

5 

67 

15 

29 

12 

1 

4 

61 

2 

9 

1 

3 

4 

9 

9 

5 

14 

12 

10 

2 

43 

1 

. 

1 

14 

35 

6 

2 

57 

3 

. 

3 

16 

36 

16 

14 

82 

2 

2 

1 

1 

9 

9 

10 

28 

145 

479 

187 

90 

42 

943 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  first  maintenance  treatment  was  commenced  on  the  28th 
May,  1945,  and  ended  on  the  9th  June,  1945.  The  treatment  was 
carried  out  on  the  lines  advised  by  M.  F.  Circular  N.S.  No.  6  and 
consisted  of  four  three-day  operations  in  appropriate  sections  of 
the  sewer  system  convenient  for  the  continuity  of  employment  of 
the  workmen  engaged. 

The  manholes  were  pre-baited  for  two  days  with  6  ounces  of 
damp  sausage  rusk  and  on  the  third  day  baited  with  12  ounces  of 
rusk  with  zinc  phosphide.  The  pre-bait  ‘‘takes”  were  recorded  but 
no  record  of  the  poison  takes  was  made,  it  being  assuiiied  that  the 
pre-bait  takes  would  give  an  indication  of  the  intensity  of  the 
infestation. 

A  review  of  the  pre-bait  takes  showed  that  over  the  whole  sewer 
system  the  infestation  was  only  limited  and  the  percentage  of 
complete  takes  inferred  that  the  infestation  was  small.  This  is  proof 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  complete  double  treatment  carried  out 
last  year. 

In  one  small  section  of  J.  sewer,  however,  a  very  high  percentage 
of  pre-bait  takes  was  recorded.  This  was  confirmed  by  an 
examination  of  the  poison  takes  which  showed  an  estimated  kill  of 
95  rats.  It  was  thought  necessary  to  apply  a  further  treatment 
with  bread  mash  and  arsenic  in  this  section.  This  was  done  and 
showed  a  further  kill  of  27  rats. 

It  is  evident  from  these  results  that  the  rat  population  in  the 
sewers  is  now  very  small.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  surface  infestation 
since  the  initial  treatment. 

The  cost  of  the  complete  maintenance  treatment  was 
£1411  15s.  8d. 

Cieaniiness. 

r 

The  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  Scabies  Clinic  declined  from 
1,052  in  1944  to.  810  in  1945.  These  included  230  adults,  504 
children  of  school  age  and  76  under  school  age.  There  are  adequate 
facilities  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  for  outpatient  treatment  and 
arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  verminous  persons 

can  be  cleansed  and  their  clothing  disinfected  at  the  receiving 
wards  of  Harton  Institution.  Accommodation  can  be  provided 
for  those  who  require  it  while  their  homes  are  being  disinfected  and 
cleansed. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Court  for  an  Order  for  the 
compulsory  cleansing  of  one  man,  but  he  agreed  to  his  admission 
to  Harton  Institution  for  personal  cleansing  and  to  his  detention 
until  his  house  was  disinfected  before  the  Order  was  issued. 
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18  complaints  were  received  of  infested  houses,  principally  by  bugs. 
Th  ese  were  all  dealt  with  by  stripping  tjie  infested  wordwork,  the' 
application  of  the  blow  lamp  and  creosote. 

No  notification  under  the  Scabies  Order  was  received  during  the 
year. 


Shops  Inspection. 

Visits  to  Shops — 

Weekdays  .  3,210 

Sundays  .  219 


Visits  to  premises  where  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,, 
1938  apphes — 146. 

Interviews  and  appomtments — 259. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated — 14. 

Infringements — 

First  offences  (cautioned  and  instructed) — 315. 

Written  cautions — 278. 

Letters  to  traders — 37. 

Shops  Acts  circulars  issued — 279. 

Proceedings  under  the  Shops  Act — 

On  17th  December,  1945,  proceedings  were  taken  against  a 
licensed  victualler  and  a  hairdresser  for  infringements.  The 
licensed  victualler  was  fined  a  total  of  £3  3s.  Od.  on  three  summonses, 
two  for  not  allowing  his  assistants  weekly  half  holidays  and  one 
for  not  exhibiting  a  notice  in  respect  of  the  assistants  weekly  half 
hohdays. 

The  hairdresser  was  fined  £1  Os.  Od.  for  trading  on  a  Sunday. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Food  Inspector  paid  1,887  visits  to  food  premises  as  follows  : 


Butchers’  and  pork  butchers’  shops  .  58 

Wholesale  meat  shops  .  217 

Fish  shops  .  15 

Fried  fish  shops  .  7 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  .  105 

Ice  cream  shops  .  6 

Cowsheds  .  14 

Bakehouses  .  17 

Triperies  .  126 

Gut  scraping  places .  77 

Tallow  boiling  places  .  2 

Market  Place  . 91 

Slaughterhouse  . 572 

Other  visits,  sampling,  etc .  580 


38 


Milk. 

113  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis.  104  samples 
were  found  to  be  of  genuine  quality.  14  samples  were  taken  from 
shops  retailing  milk  in  bottles,  89  from  registered  dairies  and 
10  in  delivery  by  rail  or  road. 


Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Pasteurised 

23 

23 

Steriliised 

20 

20 

Graded 

1 

3 

4 

Milk 

60 

6 

9 

57 

Total 

104 

9 

9 

104 

Nine  samples  were  not  genuine,  as  follows  : — 

(1)  0.8  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

(2)  0.75  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

(3)  0.75  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

(4)  0.6  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  0.41  per  cent  in 

non -fatty  solids. 

(5)  0.9  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  0.69  per  cent,  in 

non -fatty  solids. 

(i)  1.0  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

(7)  0.8  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

(8)  0.43  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  1.27  per  cent,  in 

non -fatty  solids. 

(9)  1.03  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk  fat. 

Eight  of  these  samples  were  taken  informally  and  one  was 
statutory. 

Informal  samples  numbers  1,  2,  3  and  4  and  formal  sample 
number  9,  were  taken  on  arrival  at  a  dairy. 

Informal  samples  numbers  5,  6,  7  and  8  were  taken  on  the  farm 
producing  the  milk. 

Other  Food  Samples. 

30  samples  of  other  foods  were  taken.  Four  samples  of  baking 
powder  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  carbon  dioxide  and  two  of 
pudding  mixture  were  found  to  be  infested  with  mites.  The 
remainder  proved  to  be  genuine  samples. 
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Meat  Inspection  at  Public  Abattoir. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1945  ; 

Beasts  .  5,240 

Calves  . 72 

Sheep  and  Lambs  .  23,290 

Pigs  .  182 

Goats  . 54 


Total  .  28,838 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned. 

On  account  of  tuberculosis  : — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Whole  carcases  and 

offal  . 

Parts  and  organs  . 

6 

140 

3 

185 

6 

208 

• 

6 

13 

15 

552 

Total  Animals 

affected  . 

146 

188 

214 

6 

. 

13 

567 

Parts  and  Organs  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis. 


Cows. 

1 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs 

2 

2 

5 

. 

40 

90 

108 

4 

12 

133 

176 

198 

5 

5 

14 

12 

18 

1 

5 

30 

36 

48 

1 

13 

6 

10 

9 

19 

15 

19 

9 

16 

14 

26 

Forequarters  . 
Hindquarters 

Heads . 

Lrmgs  . 

Hearts  . 

Livers . 

Stomachs  . 

Fats  and  Guts 
Thick  Skirt . 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  on  account  of 

tuberculosis  : — 

Lbs. 

Beef  .  10,091 

Offal  . 23,467 

Pigs  offal  .  630 

•  Total  .  34,188 
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Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  on  account  of  fc 
conditions  and  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  was  : — 


Lbs. 

Beasts  :  Beef  149 

Offal  18,223 

Sheep  :  Mutton  .  520 

Offal  .  793 

Pigs  :  Pork  . 

Offal  .  31 


Total  .  19,716 


The  details  of  meat  condemned  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  . 

4,866 

374 

72 

23,290 

182 

Number  inspected  . 

4,866 

374 

72 

23,290 

182 

All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

1 

I  .. 

653 

36 

109 

8 

1 8.420/0 

9.630/0 

0.51 0/0 

4.390/0 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
bers  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

9 

6 

399 

140 

. 

.  13 

8.40/0 

39.0  0/0 

• 

7.2% 

54  goats  were  also  killed  and  inspected  but  no  meat  or  offal  was* 
condemned. 


41 


"Food  Condemned  outside  Abattoir. 

Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  premises 
outside  the  abattoir  consisted  of  meat,  cooked  foods,  rabbits,  milk, 
dried  fruit,  cereals,  dried  vegetables,  etc.,  to  a  total  weight  of  31 
tons,  15  cwt.  61 J  lbs. 

In  addition  5,592  bread  loaves,  scones,  pies,  etc.,  and  6,712 
packages  of  food  packed  in  tins,  bottles  and  jars  were  condemned. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  acute  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  each  of  the  past  eleven  j^ears  : — 


Disease. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet  fever  . 

481 

659 

452 

799 

387 

205 

96 

94 

134 

202 

296 

Diphtheria . 

98 

82 

128 

598 

493 

187 

182 

201 

234 

178 

125 

Enteric  fever  . 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Dysentery  . . 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

7 

6 

2 

5 

Malaria  . 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

2 

3 

8 

13 

6 

Cerebro- spinal  fever 

3 

1 

2 

37 

25 

20 

8 

9 

2 

Polio -my  ehtis . 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Polio -encephalitis . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Encephahtis 

lethargica  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

. 

Pneumonia  :  Primary 

346 

271 

337 

234 

203 

157 

205 

142 

355 

236 

159 

Pneumonia:  Influenzal 

18 

14 

50 

28 

27 

•  32 

16 

11 

51 

13 

10 

Puerperal  fever . 

4 

8 

2 

. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

10 

7 

8 

13 

28 

20 

15 

34 

28 

35 

23 

Erysipelas  . 

61 

59 

71 

69 

47 

49 

30 

34 

39 

28 

34 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  . 

10 

6 

14 

12 

15 

17 

20 

29 

13 

32 

28 

Pemphigns 

neonatorum  . 

9 

4 

14 

4 

6 

8 

12 

8 

6 

Whooping  cough  . 

82 

'399 

1034 

1 8,9 

656 

212 

370 

Measles  . 

37 

1021 

2521 

1284 

1149 

943 

991 

Food  poisoning . 

8 

— 

The  number  of  cases  in  non-civilians  during  1945  were  : — 
Diphtheria  2,  Malaria  2,  Dysentery  2. 


The  corrected  numbers  after  re-diagnosis  were 

Scarlet  fever  . 266 

Diphtheria  . 54 

Enteric  fever  . — 

Others  . As  notified. 

Diphtheria  caused  7  deaths  last  year  as  compared  with  8  in  1944, 
18  in  1943,  17  in  1942,  25  in  1941,  25  in  1940,  44  in  1939,  and  62  in 
1938.  All  but  one  of  the  206'  deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  past 
seven  years  occurred  in  chikDen  who  had  not  been  immunised. 
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Diphtheria  ImmuBisation. 

During  the  year  1,660  children  were  immunised  by  the  m('dieal 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  :  ]  ,499  children  under  5  years  of 
age,  including  1,296  one  year  olds  ana  161  between  5  and  15  years. 
Since  1938,  nearly  25,000  children  have  been  immunised,  ana  it  is 
estimated  that  85%  of  the  children  of  school  age  and  55%  of 
children  under  5  years  old  were  protected  at  the  end  of  1945. 
Propaganda  was  actively  carried  on  duripg  the  year  especially  in 
the  lower  age  group. 

Probabty  the  most  effective  means  of  reminding  parents  of  the 
importance  of  immunisation  is  the  birthday  card  each  child 
receives  from  the  Health  Department  on  its  first  birthday 
anniversary. 

Measles  was  again  ]3revalent  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Nearl}^ 
1,000  cases  occurred  throughout  rhe  year  but  there  were  only  two 
deaths  from,  the  disease.  Scarlet  fever  was  moderately  prevalent 
and  caused  one  death.  Whooping  cough  was  also  moderately 
prevalent;  990  eases  were  reported  with  3  deaths. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the 
infectious  diseases  hospitals  in  the  years  1939  to  1945. 


Disease. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet  fever . 

227 

130 

32 

38 

63 

74 

129 

Diphtheria  . 

419 

169 

175 

188 

202 

165 

115 

Suspected  scarlet  fever  . 

8 

12 

2 

7 

8 

Suspected  diphtheria . 

26 

23 

20 

46 

24 

5 

3 

Enteric  fever  . 

2 

Suspected  enteric  fever  . 

1 

Mumps . 

1 

German  measles  . 

17 

2 

Measles  . 

6 

2 

Scabies . 

1 

• 

Suspected  cerebro-spinal 

fever . 

' 

3 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

3 

*Totax,s 

680 

354 

239 

279 

296 

252 

248 

*Included  in  these  totals  are  cases  admitted  to  neighbouring 
infectious  diseases  hospitals  (during  pressure  on  Deans  Hospital 
accommodation)  as  follows  : — 


Bold  on  Hospital  22  cases  (1940). 

,,  ,,  6  cases  (1943). 

Whiteleas  Hospital  136  cases  (1939). 
Jarrow  Hospital  1  case  (1945). 
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The  average  daily  number  of  cases  uncle,  treatment  in  the 
infectious  disease  hospdals  ^7as  : — 


Disease. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet  fever . 

17.0 

8.7 

2.3 

3.2 

5.0 

5.8 

7.2 

Diphtheria  . . 

32.0 

9.2 

10.0 

8.3 

8.6 

7.4 

4.2 

Suspected  scarlet  fever 

0.1 

0.1 

0.01 

0.02 

0.1 

Suspected  diphtheria 

0.7 

0.4 

0.2 

1.0 

0.3 

0.1 

O.OI 

Other  cases  . . . 

0.7 

0.4 

0.1 

O.OI 

The  number  of  deaths  in  hospitals  v  as  as  und 

w  : — 

Disease. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet  fever .  . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

38 

24 

24 

16 

17 

7 

7 

Other  diseases . 

1 

O 

O 

Service  Cases. 


During  the  period  1939-1945,  sixty  service  cases  (including 
British  and  Alliea  Merchant  Navy  personnel)  were  admitted  to  the 
Deans  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  these,  5  were  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever,  9  from  diphtheria,  9  suspected  scarlet  fever,  14  suspected 
diphtheria,  and  23  from  german  measles.  One  patient,  a  Danish 
seaman,  died  from  diphtheria. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  followins:  is  a  short  statistical  summarv  of  the  work  of  the 

i,' 

Gleneral  Hospital  in  1945. 


General  Hospital. 

Admissions  .  4,635 

Discharges  .  3,930 

Deaths  . 563 

Operations  : — 

(n)  Major  .  1,480 

(h)  Minor  . 620 


Maternity  Hospital. 

Admissions  . 

Births  . 

Discharges  . 

Deaths  : — 

(а)  Infants . 

(б)  Mothers . • . 

Still-born  children 


975  (Expectant  mothers). 
856 

1,802  (Mothers  and  Babies).. 

42 

3 

numbered  25. 
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No.  of 

No.  of 

Out-patients, 

Patients. 

Attendances, 

Outpatients  . 

.  2,099 

6,446 

X-Rav  . 

.  3,827 

3,887 

Electric  and  Massage  . 

.  336 

4,197 

Number  of  treatments  . 

14,147 

- 

Dental  . 

.  96 

103 

Clinics. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Patients. 

Attendances. 

Pre-Natal . 

.  978 

7,179 

Post-Natal  . 

.  572 

629 

MUNICIPAL 

LABORATORY. 

The  following  investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  Municipal 
Laboratory  at  the  South  Shields  General  Hospital  during  1945  : — 


Throat  swabs  .  1,147 

Sputa  . 1,731 

Urines  . .  427 

Pus  swabs  .  248 

Pleural  fluids  .  54 

Cerebro  spinal  fluids  .  32 

Faeces  .  92 

Fractional  test  meal  .  52 

Blood  films,  malaria  ,etc.  216 

Blood  counts  .  200 

Blood  sugars  .  55 

Blood  ureas  .  12 

Blood  cultures  . 14 

Blood  Van  Der  Bergh  1 

Blood  examination .  1 

Blood  fragility  test  .  2 

Blood  calcium  .  1 

Ascitic  fluids  .  3 

Stomach  contents  .  1 

Widals  3 

Paul  Bomiell  1 

Urea  concentration .  1 


4,294 
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CANCER. 

During  1945  there  were  196  deaths  from  cancer  (96  males  and 
100  females).  The  death  rate  was  2.09  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
81  or  41%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals.  The  following  table 
shows  the  distribution  of  the  disease  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Buccal  cavity  . 

.  3 

1 

4 

Oesophagus 

.  6 

1 

7 

Stomach  and  duodenum  . 

.  23 

20 

43 

Rectum  . •. 

.  14 

7 

21 

Liver  and  biliary  passages  . 

.  9 

7 

16 

Pancreas  . 

.  2 

1 

3 

Peritoneum  . 

.  1 

2 

3 

Other  digestive  organs  . 

.  13 

21 

34 

Respiratory  organs  . 

.  12 

2 

14 

LTerus  . 

13 

13 

Other  female  genital  organs  . 

4 

4 

Breast  . 

16 

16 

Male  genito -urinary  organs  . 

.  8 

8 

Skin  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Other  or  unspecified  organs  . 

.  4 

4 

8 

Cancer  Act,  1939. 

After  much  negotiation  the  North  of  England  Cancer  Organisa¬ 
tion  was  established  on  31st  August,  1945.  The  organisation 
includes  the  Counties  of  Northumberland,  Durham  and  parts  of 
Cumberland  and  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  together  with  the 
County  Boroughs  of  Newcastle,  Carlisle,  Gateshead,  South  Shields, 
Tynemouth,  Sunderland,  Darlington  and  Middlesbrough.  The 
population  included  in  the  scheme  numbers  about  3,000,000.  The 
main  hospitals  are  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital  with  associated  hospitals  in  most  of  the  County 
Boroughs.  It  is  hoped  to  estabhsh  a  diagnostic  chnic  in  South 
Shields,  where  patients  in  the  town  and  surrounding  area  can  attend 
for  diagnosis  and  can  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  hospital  for 
specialised  treatment  either  by  surgery,  deep  X-ray  therapy  or 

radium  treatment  or  a  combination  of  these  methods  as  mav  be 

«/ 

found  to  be  most  appropriate  to  their  condition. 
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The  oriranisatioTi  is  cent  red  in  the  Cancer  Bureau  at  the  Royal 

V.  , 

Victoria  Infirmar}^  under  Mr.  C.  J.  L.  Thurgar,  F.R.C.S.,  its 
Director,  who  will  have  the  assistance  of  a  highly  specialised  staff. 
The  scheme  provides  for  research  and  propaganda  as  well  as  for 
treatment. 

The  cost  will  be  met  by  the  associated  Counties  and  County 
Boroughs  and  will  attract  a  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
,  aid  of  their  expenditure. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  during  the  year.  The  Health  Committee  decided  to  take 

t/ 

action  in  respect  of  two  patients  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  An  Order  was  obtained  from  the  Court  for  the 
removal  of  one  patient  to  the  General  Hospital.  In  the  other 
case  alternative  housing  accommodation  was  obtained.  No  action 
was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

Special  Housing  Scheme. 

52  houses  allocated  to  tuberculous  families  were  almost  continu¬ 
ously  occupied  during  the  year. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  Ist  January,  1945  .  1,115 

Cases  notified  during  1945  .  252 

Non-notified  fatal  cases  .  . .  12 

Notified  posthumously  .  .  2 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register  (returned  from  other 

districts)  . , .  4 


1,385 


Cases  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  .  106 

Left  the  town  .  6 

Two  years  untraeed  . 

Three  years  free  (non-pulmonary)  73 

Five  years  free  (pulmonary)  .  50 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn  .  3 


•  238 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end-of  1945  1,147 
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Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonaiy  . 

.  509 

297 

808 

Non-Pulmonarv  ... 

.  156 

185 

341  ' 

665 

482 

1,147 

There  were  32  more 

cases  on  the  register  on 

the  31st 

December 

than  on  the  1st  Jamiarj^,  1945. 

Ol  the  252  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Pulmonary  .  109  68  177 

Non-pulmonary  .  40  35  75 

The  cases  notified  during  the  year  include  37  ex-service  patients, 
17  merchant  navy  cases  and  4  evacuees  to  South  Shields  from  other 
areas. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  for  each  of  the  war  years  was 


1939  . 

.  915 

1940  . 

.  961 

1941  . 

.  873 

1942 

.  943 

1943 

.  1,009 

1944  . 

.  1,115 

1945  . 

1,147 

Duiing  the  past  six  years  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  among 
Service  personnel,  members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  and  eva, cnees  to 
South  Shields  from  other  areas  were  : — 

1940  IMl  1942  1943  1944  1945 


Ex-Service  men  .  7  14  12  14  27  32 

Ex-Ses‘vice  women  .  1  5  4  4  5 

S?3amen  .  7  14  25  19  16  17 

Evacuees  .  d  1-  .  .  0  4 


These  figures  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  relation  to  the  general 
increased  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  recent  years  ;  as  while  the 
number  of  names  on  the  register  increased  by  232  in  the  war  years, 
the  number  of  Service,  etc.,  eases  more  than  accounted  for  the 

increase. 
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The  following:  table  shows  the  number  of  “  new  eases  (including 
the  14  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 


Age  Group. 

Under  1  vear . 

1 — 5  years  . 

5 — 10  years  . 

10 — 15  years  . 

]  5 — 20  years  . 

20 — 25  years  . 

25 — 35  years  . 

35 — 45  3^ears  . 

45 — ^55  years  . 

55 — 65  years  . 

Over  65  j^'ears  . 

Total 


Pulmonary. 

Non 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

10 

6 

14 

8 

12 

4 

6 

3 

7 

5 

6 

16 

4 

8 

16 

16 

2 

5 

21 

14 

2 

6 

23 

6 

4 

3 

13 

3 

1 

3 

13 

4 

2 

114 

70 

42 

1 

40 

These  figures  include  1 1  Arabs  ;  10  males  ana  1  female. 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  the  last  10  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1 

11936 

1937 

1938 

1 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943  1944 

i 

1 

1945 

Notified  : — 

' 

Pulmonary  . 

.  192 

139 

148 

146 

205 

194 

176 

190 

210 

177 

Non-Pulmonary . 

84 

106 

91 

83 

77 

78 

95 

87 

82 

75 

Not  Notified  : — • 

i 

Pulmonary  . 

..J  12 

9 

7 

9 

11 

10 

9 

7 

9 

7 

Non- Pulmonary . 

.  j  13 

13 

10 

3 

4 

7 

5 

5 

2 

7 

Total  . 

j  301 

i 

267 

256 

241 

297 

289 

285 

289 

303 

266 

Attack-rate  . 

,.,.2.70 

2.41 

2.32 

2.25 

2.98 

3.13 

3.19 

3.35 

3.33 

2.84 

Cases  per  100  deaths 

...J  249 

j 

188 

211 

209 

215 

198 

218 

256 

291 

i 

251 

Mortality. 

Tuberculosis  caused  106  deaths  during  1945,  87  pulmonary  and 
19  non-pulmonary).  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  1.13  per  1000 
of  the  ])op Illation. 
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The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
ten  vears  is  as  follows  : — 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Pulmonary  . 

Non-Pulmonary . 

0.85 

.23 

1.04 

.24 

0.84 

.25 

0.87 

.21 

1.17 

.21 

1.30 

.27 

1.15 

.31 

1.07 

.24 

0.97 

.17 

0.93 

.20 

Tuberculosis  Maintenance  Allowances. 

The  allowances  scheme  was  begun  in  June,  1943,  under  Memo¬ 
randum  266/T.  During  1945  there  were  67  new  applications  and 
the  total  payments  amounted  to  £5,005.  The  initial  difficulties 
inherent  in  a  scheme  of  this  kind  were  soon  adjusted  but  the 
omission  of  the  chronic  cases  from  the  scheme  caused  considerable 
misgivings.  However,  an  arrangement  was  eventually  adopted 
whereby  chronic  cases  or  those  who  ceased  to  be  eligible  were 
referred  to  the  Director  of  Social  Welfare  who,  after  assessing  the 
needs  of  the  patient,  paid  cash  relief  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic. 


TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS, 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
various  residential  insiitutions  during  1945  : — 


01ea;don  Park  Sanatorium  69 

Stanhope  Sanatorium  .  3 

Poole  Sanatorium  78 

Oth-r  sanatoria  .  15 

Ingham  Infirmary  .  121 

General  Hospital  .  175 


The  average  numbfn  of  beds  occupied  daily  by  tuberculous 
patients  was  149  in  ail  these  institutions.  During  1945  there  was 
no  name  on  the  waiting  list. 


Pneumothorax  treatment  (at  the  Clinic  and  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium). 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

No.  of  patients  treated  . 

58 

72 

86 

93 

110 

109 

No.  of  refills 

1,092 

1,206 

1,553 

1,566 

1,803 

1,968  . 

New  inductions  . 

14 

18 

29 

1  26 

t 

36 

29 

50 


Major  Surgical  Treatment  at  Shotiey  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital 
and  Poole  Sanatorium. 

South  Shields  Patients. 

Total  eoh  the  Six  Years  1940  to  1945  inclusive. 


Operation.  No.  of  Patients. 

Adhesion  Division  .  109 

Phrenic  Operation  .  15 

Extrapleural  Pneumothorax  .  4 

Thoraeolysis  and  Thoracoplasty  .  33 


Treatment  at  the  Municipal  Chest  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  in  figures  of  the  work  of 
the  Chest  clinic  during  the  war  years  : — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1 

1945 

Persons  seen  by  the  Clinical 
Medical  Officer  . 

5,065 

I 

6,177 

6,844 

7,698 

9,004 

8,530 

No.  of  new  examinations  . 

535 

604 

685 

798 

877 

975 

No.  of  contacts  examined  . 

430 

423 

425 

375 

594 

415 

No.  of  visits  by  the  Health 

Visitors  . 

2,952 

3,740 

3,490 

3,516 

4,136 

3.940 

Percentage  of  contacts  examined 
who  proved  to  be  tuberculous 

7.2 

7.0 

8.2 

5.6 

5.2 

5.5 

X-ray  examinations — screen . 

2, §39 

3,131 

3,860 

4,124 

4,411 

4,977 

X-ray  films  . 

748 

807 

1,043 

747 

918 

924 

Tomograms  (patients)  . 

30 

38 

67 

HO 

Tuberculin  tests  . 

154 

117 

77 

123 

144 

131 

Blood  sedimentation  rate  . 

310 

558 

487 

543 

643 

720 

Sputum  examinations  . 

450 

684 

925 

865 

992 

1,270 

Housing  o!  Tuberculous  Cases. 

An  examination  was  made  of  the  housing  of  the  1,230  persons 
whose  names  were  on  the  tuberculosis  register,  from  the  j^oiiit  of 
vioAv  of  overcrowding.  It  was  found  that  115  families  could  be 
regarded  as  living  in  inadequate  or  overcrowded  conditions.  Of 
these  there  were  77  families  in  which  there  were  cases  of  lung 
tuberculosis  and  38  families  in  which  there  were  patients  suffering 
from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

Tlie  following  is  an  anatysis  of  the  conditions  found  : — 
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The  table  maj^  be  explained  by  stating  that,  for  example  in  the  > 
case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  there  were  10  families  each  of  ^ 
5  persons  living  in  2  rooms,  or.  at  one  end  of  the  scale,  one  family  \ 
of  2  persons  living  in  one  room,  and  at  the  other  extreme  1  family  j 
of  11  persons  living  in  4  rooms. 

So  far  as  danger  to  the  other  members  of  the  houshold''is  involved 
through  inadequate  housing  accommodation,  the  38  non-pulmonary  j 
cases  are  not  so  liable  to  spread  infection  as  are  the  77  instances  of 
lung  tuberculosis.  15  of  these  latter  77  were  of  pj^'essing  need  as 
they  were  “  sputum  positive  ”  i.e.  they  were  definitely  capable  of 
conveying  the  infection  to  those  members  of  the  household  with 
whom  they  were  in  close  association,  as  the  home  circumstances 
would  not  permit  of  a  separate  room  and  a  separate  bed. 

The  accommodation  in  these  15  cases  was  as  under  : — 

In  Two-roomed  Houses — there  werf"  8  families  consisting  of 
3  persons  (three  instances)  4  persons  (three  instances)  : 

5  persons  ana  7  persons  respectively^ 

In  Three-roomed  Houses — there  were  3  families  of  4,  6  and 
7  persons  respectively. 

In  Four-roomed  Houses — there  were  4  families  of  0,  9  and 
10  persons  respectively. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  115  families  comprise  a  total  of  683 
persons  in  a  total  aceommoaation  of  320  rooms. 

Some  of  the  families  had  more  than  one  case  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  household  ;  12  haa  tw^o  cases  each  ;  one  had  three  ana  one 
family  had  4  ;  a  total  of  132  cases. 

Daring  1945,  52  houses  which  were  allocated  by  the  Housing 
Committee  under  the  Special  Housing  scheme  were  occupied  by 
tuberculous  families.  In  some  cases  the  rent  of  the  houses  was 
subsidised  by  the  Health  Committee. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  ne  w  cases  of  syphilis, 
but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  The  in¬ 
creased  figure  did  not  exceed  the  total  number  of  cases  in  many  of 


the  pre-war  year.-^.  On  the  whole  there  ha3  been  no  Hubstantial 
increase  in  venereal  diseases  in  the  tov/n.  but  during  the  last  few 
yearrs  tliere  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
attending  for  conditions  which  have  proved  to  bo  other  than 
venereal  diseases. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme  there  have 
been  m.ore  attendances  by  women  than  b}^  men. 


The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
South  Shields  Clinic  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past  ten 
vears. 


1 

1936T937 

!  1 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1  ! 

1942  194311944 

1  i 

1945 

Syphilis  . 

..'  128 

133 

153 

149 

135 

166 

237 

255 

205 

185 

Soft  Chancre  . 

..  20 

13 

28 

16 

17 

22 

18 

14' 

4 

5 

Gonorrhoea  . 

..  276 

313 

290 

203 

245 

279 

234 

266 

237 

269 

Total  venereal  cases  ... 

.  424 

459 

471 

368 

397 

467 

489 

535 

446 

459 

Non-venereal  cases  ... 

..  269 

276 

345 

301 

280 

379 

344 

1 

446 

446 

401 

Grand  Total*  . 

.  693 

735 

816 

669 

677 

846 

833| 

981 

892, 

860 

*Including  the  undermentioned  numbers  of  Service  patients: — 

1939 .  1940 .  3  1941 .  39 

1942 .  60  1943 .  56  ;  1944 .  31 

1945 .  54 

The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  include  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  who  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres,  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  The  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226  : — 


1  j 

1936|l937|1938 

1939  194011941  1942 

1  ‘ 

1  1 

1943jl944  1945 

Syphilis  . 

59 

54  62 

55 

1  53 

62 

i  102 

98 

j  66 

1  83 

Soft  Chancre  . 

3 

5  6 

3 

'  1 

1 

!  2 

2 

1  1 

Gonorrhoea  . 

26 

43'  27 

i 

31 

24 

32 

23 

15 

7 

. 31 

Total  venereal  cases  . .. 

88 

102 

95 

89 

78 

95 

127 

115 

73 

115 

Non-venereal  or 

A, 

imdiagnosed  . 

1 

8 

6 

18 

22 

12 

15 

.13 

1 

Grand  Total 

89 

'•  ■■ 

110| 

101 

107 

100 

107 

142 

128 

73 

116 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
©linic  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year. 

Residents. 

Non-residents. 

Total. 

Male. 

1  Female. 

1 

1936 

19,823 

2,772 

22,595 

17,694 

4,901 

1937 

21,188 

3,773 

24,961 

18,581 

6,380 

1938 

21,035 

3,480 

24,515 

17,«35 

6.980 

1939 

14,995 

2,130 

17,125 

11,102 

6,023 

1940 

11,475 

2,341 

13,816 

8,213 

5,603 

1941 

9,559 

2,695 

12,254 

7,930 

4,324 

1942 

10,507 

2,007 

12,514 

7,824 

4,690 

1943 

13,674 

2,687 

16,361 

9,192 

7,169 

1944 

14,674 

2,878 

17,552 

9,021 

8,531 

1945 

13,291 

1,926 

15,217 

7,542 

7,675 

Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  clinic  during  1945, 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1944  — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  . 

327 

204 

531 

Soft  chancre  . 

8 

8 

Gonorfhoea  . 

Non -venereal 

225 

139 

364 

diseases  . 

384 

70 

454 

Disposal  of  Cases. 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

I 

Gonorrhoea. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

i  F. 

1 

M. 

i 

Ceased  attendance  : 

1 

i 

(a)  Before  completion  of 

1 

I 

treatment  . 

30 

14 

1 

10 

15 

(6)  After  completion  of 

treatment,  but  before 

final  tests  of  cure  . 

1 

4 

Transferred  to  other  centres 

or  to  private  practitioners 

114 

10 

1 

77 

]  1 

Discharged  after  completion 

of  treatment  and  final  tests 

of  cure  . 

28 

6 

4 

86 

10 

Under  treatment  on  31st 

Dec.,  1945  . 

155 

171 

2 

52  ^ 

99 

55 


In  addition,  77  South  Shields  patients  were  known  to  have  been 
treated  at  three  other  centres.  They  made  864  attendances. 

Laboratory  Examinations. 

At  South  Shields  Clinic  21  specimens  were  examined  for  Tr. 
Pallida  and  91  for  gonococci.  This  excluaes  specimens  examined 
for  the  Pre-natal,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  other  Clinics. 

At  other  approved  laboratories  the  following  were  submitted  for 
examination  : — 


Wasserman  reactions .  1,537 

Kahn  reactions  .  5 

C.F.T . 6 

C.S.F.  general  . 2 

Microscopic  .  6 


C!ontact  Tracing. 

In  October,  1943,  a  contact  tracing  scheme  was  instituted  for  the 
North  Eastern  area  comprising  the  Counties  of  Dm  ham  and 
Northumberland,  and  the  associatied  County  Boroughs.  Between 
October,  1943  and  December,  1945,  40  contacts  from  South  Shields 
w^ere  identifiad.  Thej?^  were  disposed  as  follows 


Attended  Joint  Committee’s  Clinic,  Newcastle  9 

Attended  South  Shields  clinic  .  .  17 

Identified  with  contacts  already  named  6 

Unco-operadve  . . . _ .  . .  7 

Transferred  to  other  areas  .  1 


Four  of  these  were  men  and  36  wmmen.  Some  had  attended 
badly  or  had  defaulted.  vSome  had  been  in  prison.  Most  were  of 
promiscuous  habits  and  otlmrs  clearly  guilty.  The  contact  tracers 
visited  public  houses  and  other  places  in  order  to  identify  contacts 
and  have  had  considerable  success  in  their  very  difficult  task  of 
gaining  the  confideijce  of  the  contacts  and  inducing  many  of  them 
to  seek  or  resume  treatment. 

In  January,  1945,  Miss  H.  M.  Johns,  M.A.,  Liaison  Officer  of  the 
Joint  Committees’  Clinic  attended  a  women’s  session  of  the  South 
Shields  clinic  once  a  wu^ek.  Since  then  57  aefaulters  from  treatment 
were  reportea  to  her.  The  results  of  following  up  the  defaulters 


are  as  follows  : — 

Re-attended  for  treatment  27 

Transferred  to  other  areas  .  2 

Unable  to  locate .  16 

Refused  or  failed  to  attenr*  again  12 
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Of  the  27  who  re-attonc|pd,  7  defaulted  once  more,  but  three  w^ere 
brought  back.  Efforts  are  still  being  made  to  persuade  them  to 
return  even  those  who  have  proved  to  be  unco-operative.  Some 
had  a  bad  record  a-nd  are  a  damgm^  to  the  community  as  well  as  to 
themseives. 

The  w'^ork  done  by  Miss  Johns  from  the  South  Shields  clinic  is  as 


followts  : — 

Interviews  .  57 

Letters  to  default tvs  .  14 

•  Letters  about  defaulters  60 

Effectual  visits  to  defaulters  homes  48 

Ineffectual  visits  to  defaulters  homes  54 


In  addition  there  were  10  women,  who  lived  in  South  Shields  and 
had  attended  the  Newcastle  clinic,  wLo  defaulted.  Eive  were 
persuaded  to  return. 

Contact  tracing  is  most  difficult  and  reepiirep  considerabL  tact, 
patience  and  ingenuity,  but  better  results  would  be  obtained  by 
more  intensive  work  which  could  only  be  made  possible  by  an 
Almoner  attending  every  session  at  the  clinic  and  having,  as  a 
member  of  the  staff,  recourse  to  records  in  the  V.D.  and  other 
departments. 

Regulation 

Contacts  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
period  1st  January,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1945. 

M.  F. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  contaccs  in  res])ect  of  whom 


Form  w^as  received . .  —  13 

(5)  Number  in  («)  transferred  from  other  areas .  2 


(2)  Number  of  cases  in  (1)  in  which  attempts  were  made 
during  the  current  period  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Regulations  to  persuade  the  contact  to  be 
examined  before  the  lattfu  had  been  named 
on  a  second  Form  1  : — 

Contacts  found  11 

Contacts  examined  or  alreaav  under  tieatment  10 
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(3)  (a)  Number  of  those  in  (1)  in  respect  of  whom  two  or 


more  Forms  1  were  received .  1 

(b)  Number  included  in  (3)  (a)  in  respect  of  whom  the 

first  Form  1  was  previously  unaer  (1) .  1 


(c)  Number  included  in  (3)  (a)  transferred  from  other* 

areas .  . . . .  — 

(4)  Number  of  those  in  (3)  (a)  who  were  : — 

(a)  found  . .  1 

(5)  Examined  after  persuasion  or  already  under 


treatment  . ’ .  — 

(cj  served  with  Form  2  .  1 

(d)  examined  after  service  of  Form  2  .  1 

(e)  prosecuted  for  failure  : — 


(  i)  to  attend  for,  and  submit  to  medical  examination  — 

(ii)  to  submit  to  and  continue  treatment .  — 

( f)  transferred  to  other  areas  . .  — 

In  addition  20  contacts  (3  men  and  1 7  women)  were  persuaded  to 
attend  for  treatment  by  the  V.T).  M.O. 

i  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

[ 

Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department  was 
1,975.  Of  these,  1.962  were  notified  by  midwives  and  13  by 
Registrars.  This  total  includes  142  births  in  the  General  Hospital 
and  other  Maternity  Homes  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough, 
but  is  exclusive  of  58  stillbirths.  No  less  than  99.6  per  cent  of  the 
live  births  were  notified.  The  birth  rate  was  20.1. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  131  deaths  among  infants  under  one  jmar,  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  70  per  1000  births.  The  neo-natal  aeaths 
numbered  70  or  37  per  1000  births  There  were  10  deaths  among 
illegitimate  children  or  a  rate  of  S3  per  1000  iliegitimate  births. 
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The  Care  o!  Premature  Infants. 

106  babies  who  weighed  5  J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  were  notified  to  the 
Department.  The  births  of  51  of  these  oconrrr  dat  home  and  55  in 
hospital.  Of  those  born  at  home,  39  survived  at  the  end  of  one 
.  month  and  of  those  born  in  hospital  32  surviv^^d  at  the  enO  of  one 
month.  The  suggestions  for  the  eare  of  premature  infants  given 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  20/44,  are  being  implemented 
as  far  as  possible,  but  on  account  of  the  housing  conditions  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  out  all  the  suggestions. 

The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

In  March,  1945,  the  Council  approved  a  scheme  for  the  care  of 
illegitimate  infants  and  to  co-ordinate  the  services  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Council  with  those  of  the  Jarrow  Deanerv  Moral  Welfare 
Association.  A  Joint  Committee  was  formed  and  a  full-time 
welfare  worker  was  appointed.  The  objects  of  the  scheme  follow 
closelv  on  the  lines  suggested  bv  the  Ministrv  of  Health  in  Circular 
No.  2886. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  welfare  worker  for  the  vear 


• '  ' 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  seeking  advice  and  help  14 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  sent  to  hostels  .  6 

No.  of  persons  desiring  to  adopt  children  14 

No.  of  children  placed  in  homes  none 

No.  of  children  legally  adopted  '  9 

No.  of  children  for  whom  other  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  (i.e.  in  grandparents’  homes,  etc.)  8 
No.  of  calls  paid  to  people  who  have  asked  for  assistance  138 
No.  of  callers  at  Office  .  132 


The  above  details  cover  work  from  May  7th  to  December  31st, 
1945,  in  South  Shields  only.  The  number  of  adoptions  refers  to 
those  by  people  in  South  Shields  and  made  legal  in  South  Shields 
Juvenile  Court,  In  some  instances  the  date  of  legal  adoption  is 
in  1946,  but  of  the  9  mentioned  above,  all  children  were  handed  to 
the  care  of  adoptive  parents,  with  a  view  to  legal  adoption  during 
the  period  May  to  December,  1945. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  three  deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy.  In  addition 
two  mothers  died  from  conditions  not  directly  due  to  pregnancy. 
The  maternal  death  rate  was  1.6  per  1000  total  births  as  compared 
with  1.8  for  England  md  Wales. 
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Midwifery. 

23  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  ;  of  these  22  were- 
municipal  midwives.  In  addition  there  were  11  midwives  in  the 
General  Hospital. 

The  Council’s  domiciliary  midwives  attended  1,133  confinements 
and  618  patients  who  were  discharged  from  hospital  before  the 
fourteenth  day.  The  total  number  of  visits  they  paid  during  the 
da}^  was  30,427  and  1,002  night  visits.  13  reports  were  made  to  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  notifying  suspension  on  account  of 
infectious  disease  or  changes  in  address,  etc.  526  notifications  were 
received  from  mid  wives  at  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

The  assistance  of  a  doctor  was  called  in  360  cases.  Of  these 
196  were  primipara.  Instrumental  assistance  w^as  required  in  61 
cases.  Of  the  279  cases  in  which  the  midwife  attended  in  the 
capacity  of  maternity  nurse,  147  were  primipara.  Instrumental 
assistance  was  given  in  132  causes. 

885  births  occurj’ed  in  the  General  Hospital  and  only  6  m  other 
hospitals  and  a  nursing  home  m  the  towm.  In  addition  4  patients 
were  sent  to  the  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  at  Hardwick 
Hall  and  19  confinements  took  place  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes 
in  other  towns. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

23  cases  were  notified  :  7  occurred  in  patients  confined  at  home 
and  16  in  hospital.  For  four  of  the  domiciliarj^  patients  home 
nursing  was  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  South  Shields  and 
District  Nursing  Association. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

27  cases  were  notified  :  of  these  10  occurred  in  babies  born  at 
home  and  17  among  those  born  in  hospital. 

There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  any  of  the  cases  nor  in  the 
child  who  was  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1944. 

Two  of  the  children  were  attended  at  home  bv  the  nurses  of  the 
Nursing  Association. 

In  addition  14  other  cases  were  notified  by  midwives  as 
“  discharging  eyes.”  There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  these 
cases. 
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Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

Six  oases  were  notified  :  one  occurred  in  a  babj^  born  at  home  and 
five  in  hospital.  Tliere  were  no  deaths. 

With  regard  to  these  infections  associated  with  child  birth 
while  it  is  possible  that  the  notification  of  hospital  cases  is  more 
meticulous,  it  is  significant  that  many  more  infections  occur 
'  among  mothers  and  babies  in  hospital  than  in  confinements  at  home. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  names  of  four  children  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  in  four  separate  households.  The  children  are  regularly 
visited  bv  the  Health  Visitors. 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act. 

20  children  were  notified  by  four  adoption  societies  during  the 
year  with  a  view  to  adoption  and  one  was  notified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  another  area  as  having  been  transferred  to 
South  Shields.  Nine  of  the  children  left  the  town  and  their 
names  were  notified  to  the  appropriate  Authorities.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  13  were  under  supervision  by  the  Health  Visitors  who 
pay  frequent  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  children.  These  children 
are  invariably  found  to  be  well  cared  for. 

Pre-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

351  child  welfare  clinic  sessions  were  held  during  1945.  There 
were  3,206  names  on  the  register.  There  were  37,589  attendances. 
In  addition  to  the  pre-natal  clinics  held  at  the  General  Hospital, 
198  sessions  were  held  at  the  Municipal  Clinics.  798  expectant 
mothers  made  2,739  attendances. 

Of  the  expectant  mothers  who  attended,  488  were  confmed 


during  the  year  as  follows  ; — • 

Midwives  cases  Normal  dehvery  .  283 

Assisted  dehvery  .  20 

Doctor’s  cases.  Normal  delivery  .  27 

Assisted  delivery  .  22 

Hospital  cases.  Normal  delivery  .  109 

Assisted  d  Oliver v  .  14 

« ' 

Caeserian  section  .  4 

Miscarriages  .  9 


The  number  of  expectant  mothers  whose  names  were  on  the 
regist^er  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  252. 

There  w^ere  no  maternal  deaths  among  any  of  the  cases. 
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Ten  of  the  babies  died  from  the  following  causes  : — 


Preraaturit;g  .  6  \ 

Placenta  prae via  1  j  Died  on  day  of  birth 

Cerebral  haemorrhage .  1  ] 

Convulsions  .  1  >Died  within  one  week  of  birth. 

Prematurity  1 J 


Of  the  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  clinic,  123  had  dental 
caries,  65  varicose  veins,  30  oedema  and  20  cardiac  or  respiratory 
conditions.  Dental  treatment  is  offered  to  those  patients  who  need 
it,  but  very  few  take  advantage  of  the  offer.  Their  objection  to 
dental  treatment  is  apparently  based  on  a  fairly  widespread,  but 
erroneous  belief  that  such  treatment  is  haimful  during  pregnancy, 
wjiereas  on  th  contrary  the  removal  of  any  unhealthy  focus  cannot 
but  be  beneficial  during  pregnancy  and  lessens  the  risk  of  complica¬ 
tions  at  the  confinement. 

Blood  Examinations. 

387  specimens  of  blood  were  submitted  to  the  Wassermann 
reaction.  Of  these  three  proved  to  be  positive  and  these  women 
along  with  13  other  patients  were  referred  fo>:  treatment  to  the 
appropriate  clinic. 

WARTIME  DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  followino;  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  two  Davtime 
Nurseries  at  Ogle  Terrace  and  Wellington  Terrace  for  the  past  year. 


Ogle 

Wellingtc 

Terrace. 

Terrace 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at 

end  of  1944  . 

45 

33 

Admissions  during  1945 

40 

44 

No.  of  attendances  during  1945 

9,467 

8,756 

Average  attendances  per  session 

32 

29 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at 
end  of  1945  : — 

Under  2  vears  old  . 

12 

11 

2 — 5  vears  old . 

30 

30 

Over  the  whole  of  the  year  the  percentage  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  in  full-time  employment  v/as  93%.  The  remainder 
were  compassionate  cases  apart  from  two  evacuee  children  and  one 
child  whose  mother  was  in  part  time  employment. 

The  nurseries  are  training  schools  for  nursery  nurses.  Several 
of  the  students  have  obtained  qualifying  certificates. 
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Table  8— DEATHS  DURING  1945  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


* 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  causes  :  Certified 

Uncertified 


Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria  and  croup 

Erysipelas . . 

Tuberculous  meningitis 
Abdominal  tuberculosis 
Other  tuberculous  diseases  . 
Meningitis  (not  tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 

Enteritis  . . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Injury  at  birth  . 

Atelectasis  . . 

Congenital  malformations 

Premature  birth  . 

Atrophy,  debility  &  marasmus 
Other  causes  . 


Total 


Under  1  week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 

Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

46 

6 

11 

5 

68 

20 

18 

13 

5 

124 

2 

2 

4 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 

« 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

15 

1  - 

. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

11 

3 

1 

4 

. 

2 

2 

5 

1 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

10 

31 

4 

'7 

42 

1 

43 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

13 

I 

48 

6 

11 

5 

70 

24 

19 

13 

5 

131 

Net  births  in  the  year  : — 


Legitimate .  1,755 

Illegitimate  .  127 


Net  deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate  infants  .  121 

Illegitimate  .  10 
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